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formation of crusts with thickening and wrinkling of the skin. Eczema is more common in horses than in cattle. In cattle it is usually caused by insanitary surroundings. Warm and damp barns might cause it. Eczema may follow when an animal is forced to lie in wet litter. Improper feeding has been known to cause eczema.
Eczema is usually indicated by itching and a watery discharge from the skin. There may be pustules or vesicles on the skin. These often become infected and suppurate or form pus. The animal rubs continually, making the skin raw in places. The skin thickens and sometimes cracks, leaving open bleeding fissures.
Before treatment is begun, one must eliminate such diseases as mange or lice. Scrapings from the skin should be taken. An examination of this would indicate the presence or absence of the mange mite. If lice were at the bottom of the trouble, a close examination of the skin would reveal them. After it is determined that the disease is not contagious, local applications to the skin are in order. The skin should not be washed with soap- and water. This will increase the irritation. Soothing lotions, such as a warm boric acid solution, are beneficial. The boric acid solution is made by dissolving a teaspoonful of boric acid powder in a pint of warm water. This will relieve the itching and help to dry the surface of the skin. After bathing the skin, apply benzoated zinc ointment once daily.
PRUBITIS (ITCHING)
This is a condition rather than a disease. It is usually caused by filthy surroundings. Dust and dirt of various kinds collect on the skin, causing a local irritation which results in itching. When the stalls are located under a hay mow or straw loft, particles of hay and straw or dust filter through the ceiling and fall on the animals. Certain feeds are said to cause itching sensations. Food rashes are common in man. In cattle, this is usually guessing, as no particular feeds actually are known to cause it. Intensive